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Our Mission and Vision

Congregation Beth Emeth Mission
The Mission Statement defines the

synagogue’s reason for being, what we do today, and who we serve.

Congregation Beth Emeth is a welcoming, inclusive, and  
egalitarian Conservative Jewish community. Balancing tradi-
tion with innovation in support of our diverse congregation, 
and in support of Israel, we strengthen Jewish identity on 
both an individual and communal level. We encourage partic-
ipation and lay leadership in a full range of religious, worship, 
educational, and social activities. In doing these things we 
foster Jewish values and observance for the current and next 
generations. 

Congregation Beth Emeth Vision
The Vision Statement describes the desired future state; what the  

synagogue wants to ultimately become.

Congregation Beth Emeth aspires to be a vibrant, inspiration-
al, and beloved synagogue meeting the religious, worship,  
educational, and social needs of all generations, while actively 
engaging in partnerships with the broader community.
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Upcoming Congregation-Wide Events

Members, are you receiving our weekly e-newsletters? 
If not, please contact the office.
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Music to Our Ears Intergenerational Shabbat! 
Friday, October 7, 6:30 PM & Monthly

Join us for a spiritual, soulful, joyous, and very 
musical welcome to Shabbat, led by Nick May, 
generally on the first Friday of every month at 
6:30 PM beginning October 7th. Nick is a singer/
songwriter, educator, song-leader, and inclusion 
activist who many of our kids adore from summer 
camp. Don’t miss it!
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October 22 is Shabbat Bereishit:  
Welcome the New Babies!

Be Fruitful and Multiply!

The first chapter of Genesis (Beresheit), the first portion of 
the Torah, tells Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply 
(p’ru urvu). Has your family welcomed a new baby or 
grandbaby this year (October 2021 - October 2022)? We 
invite you to bring your family to participate in a special 
aliyah and welcoming ceremony under the congregational 

tallit -- or to participate online if you prefer. 

New parents/grandparents, please contact the office to let 
us know whether you can join us! Please use the form at 
https://www.bethemeth.org/newbaby to send key information 
and a digital photo by October 12 and we’ll include it in 
a (very cute) brochure distributed to the congregation that 
morning. Questions? beeccinfo@bethemeth.org 

Whether or not you have a new baby in the family, please join us as we 
welcome the new babies!
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Thanksgiving Food Drive
Tuesday, November 1 to Wednesday, November 9 at 6 PM

Donate all the items for a complete dinner, 
individual items, and/or gift cards so recip-
ients can purchase fresh items. Or purchase 

a complete dinner at North Point Giant. 
Details & sign-up:  
bethemeth.org/thanksgiving-food

Marilyn Rosenberg Sisterhood Judaica Shop 
Your Source For All Your Gifts!

Regular hours: In formation; email to 
check, or by appointment

Hanukah Boutique 
Sundays, December 4 & 11,  
See page 6 for all the details!

Note: Outside regular Shop and Boutique 
hours, the front office staff will be pleased to 
help you. For questions or an appointment 
contact gift-shop@bethemeth.org

Support your Shul - Shop the Shop or bethemeth.org/gift-shop-online
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Hanukkah 
Boutique 

For all your  
Hanukkah Needs!

Sundays, December 4 & 11, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
See http://bethemeth.org/calendar for weekday hours  

during Religious School, BEECC and other events

Special! Spend $54 at the Hanukkah Boutique, and receive 10% off another 
purchase of regularly priced merchandise from January 1- March 31, 2023. 

This offer cannot be combined with other sale items or discounts.       

Shabbat Dinner to Honor Our Veterans 
Friday, November 11 

We’ll have a special congregational Shabbat 
dinner after services to honor the Veterans and 
active-duty military in our Community. Watch 
your email for RSVP information.

Are you a veteran? Please let us know by  
emailing Sheri & Jamie at food-service@bethemeth.org so we can homor you!   

Ask the Leadership
Thursday, November 10, 7:30-9:00 PM (In person & Zoom)

Join our forum, with President Ellyn Hirsch, Rabbi Warner and Executive 
Director David Bass available to answer your questions about the whys & 
hows of our congregational community. 

6
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Here’s just a sample of the special topics & 
themes our committees, groups & staff are 
planning over the coming year – check the CBE 
calendar for details and updates!

Friday, October 7 and monthly, “Music to Our 
Ears” Erev Shabbat Service*
Friday, October 14, Sukkot/Shabbat Service & Picnic in the Sukkah*
Saturday, October 22, P’ru Urvu, Celebrate the New Babies on Shabbat 
Bereishit!*
Friday, October 28, Pink Shabbat, in observance of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month
Friday, November 11, Veteran’s Day Shabbat Dinner & Service*
Friday, December 9 & Saturday, December 10, Rededication of our 
Holocaust Torah*
Friday, January 20, Sisterhood Shabbat
Saturday, February 11, Super Bowl Shabbat
Saturday, February 25, Shabbat Honoring our Board of Directors 
Saturday, March 11, Men’s Club Shabbat
Friday, March 17 & Saturday, March 18, Donor Appreciation Shabbat
Friday, March 24 & Saturday, March 25, Rabbi Warner Installation 
Weekend*
Saturday, May 6, Religious School Teacher & Madrich/Madricha  
Appreciation Shabbat
Friday, May 19, Confirmation
Friday, June 2, Pride Shabbat
* More information elsewhere in this Program Guide

Volunteer to be a Greeter, Gabbai or "Zoom/Tech Gabbai" or 
Weekday/Friday Service Leader!

Helping make our weekly services run smoothly is a mitzvah! Most po-
sitions involve minimal or no knowledge of Hebrew and training can be 
provided. Remember it takes a village to keep things running! More info: 
https://www.bethemeth.org/service-volunteers.
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Social Action
 At CBE, in our Community and in Israel

We are also expanding the  
Caring Community, support-
ing congregants experiencing 

sad or otherwise difficult times! 
Can you help? Let us know at 
social-action@bethemeth.org. 

The Talmud states: “Providing charity for poor and hungry people weighs as  
heavily as all the other commandments of the Torah combined.”

Ongoing, Volunteer at The  
Closet thrift shop
Every other month: A Simple Gesture/
Cool Green Bag Food Collection
October 4, Kol Nidre Food Drive
October 9-31, Support the Girls (led by 
Sisterhood)*
November 1-9, Thanksgiving Food Drive*
December-March, Hypothermia Preven-
tion Dinners at Embry Rucker Shelter
December 25, Dinner for Unhoused 
Neighbors at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Fairfax
January 15-22, Hypothermia Prevention 
Week at St. John Neumann (Host dinner January 16, MLK Jr. Day)
March 5, Tzedakah at the Purim Carnival
April 16 (tentative), Mitzvah Day/Good Deeds Day*
July/August, Back to School Backpack Drive
Periodic dates: Blood Drives (led by Sisterhood)
Other projects include supporting Israel, donations to support medical care at 
the local homeless shelter, opportunities for individual and family mitzvot, and 
more.

Whether you want to join in a long-term project, help organize or par-
ticipate in an event or just spend a few hours, CBE’s Social Action  
Committee, Caring Community sub-group and other CBE groups  
appreciate your spending “Mitzvah Time” with the CBE community!

Details: bethemeth.org/social-action 
or email social-action@bethemeth.org

* See more information elsewhere in this booklet
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CBE Activities with Young Children

Tot Shabbat & Children’s Services are Coming Back!
After a hiatus during the pandemic, we are 
organizing a regular Tot Shabbat program as well as 
a Children’s Service for elementary-aged children. 
If you are interested, and especially if you are 
interested in helping organize these events, please 
contact Rabbi Warner, at rabbiwarner@bethemeth.
org or (703)860-4515 ext 104.

Shabbat Events for Families with Young Children

Families with children aged 0-5 are invited 
to two special events -- older siblings are 
welcome, too!
•	 Friday, November 18, 6:00 PM, Family 

Shabbat service & dinner
•	 Saturday, February 11, 5 PM, Pajama 

Havdalah service & dinner
Watch your email and the website calendar for 
more information, or contact beeccinfo@bethemeth.org.

Pray Together * Play Together * Stay Together

C O N G R E G AT I O N  B E T H  E M E T H  A N N U A L  A P P E A L  5 7 8 3

"Everyone with their own gift, according to what they can give, commensurate with 
the blessing that the Lord your God has given you."    – Deuteronomy 16:17

Support the CBE Annual Appeal Campaign 5783 
Your gift provides CBE with the funding required to develop and deliver rich Judaic 

and social programming within our Jewish Community. Without your support, many 
CBE programs including Hazak, Adult Education, Youth Groups and portions of Reli-

gious School would not be possible. 

PLEASE FOLD DOWN THE AMOUNT OF YOUR DONATION

 $144       $180       $360       $540      $720      $1,000    $1,800     $2,500   $3,600   $5,400    OTHER

 

 

#CBEAnnualAppeal
SUPPORT BETH EMETH, SO WE CAN SUPPORT YOU

Reconnect•Reset•Renew 
 Standing Together

Name

For quick donation, 
Scan this QR code  

or go to 
www.bethemeth.org/aa

Have You Made Your Annual Appeal Pledge? 

www.bethemeth.org/aa



All dates and times subject to change. Please check bethemeth.org for the most up-to-date information. 
Congregation Beth Emeth • bethemeth.org • 12523 Lawyers Road, Herndon, VA • 703.860.4515

Save the Date

Rabbi Warner Installation Weekend 
                March 24-26, 2023

Our installation weekend in March will be chock-
full of special events and services for all ages as we 
officially install Rabbi Warner Ferratier as our com-
munity’s rabbi! Rabbi Warner brings so many new 
ideas to Beth Emeth, and his enthusiasm for all 
things Jewish is contagious. Mark your calendar so 
you won’t miss this very important (and enjoyable) 
milestone for our congregation!
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Holocaust Torah Rededication Shabbat
December 9 - 10, 2022

This year marks 25 years since our Holo-
caust Torah was brought to Beth Emeth, 
on permanent loan from what is now 
the Memorial Scrolls Trust of London, 
England. This scroll, MST#11, was origi-
nally from an unknown town in Bohemia 
or Moravia. It was one of 1564 Torahs 
confiscated during the Holocaust and put 
into the Jewish Museum in Prague under 
the Nazis. More information about the journey of our Torah and how it 
came to Beth Emeth is at https://www.bethemeth.org/holocaust-torah.
On December 9-10 we will hold several special services and events to 
rededicate our stewardship of this Torah and the way it connects us to the 
memory of the Holocaust. This will be a very special time and we hope 
you will join us. Watch your email and the Shofar for more information.



All dates and times subject to change. Please check bethemeth.org for the most up-to-date information. 
Congregation Beth Emeth • bethemeth.org • 12523 Lawyers Road, Herndon, VA • 703.860.4515

Congregation Beth Emeth’s World-Famous

Purim Palooza
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

•	 Fun Activities for all ages
•	 Costume contest
•	 Delicious lunch options  

with HAMENTASCHEN
•	 PRIZES
•	 Tzedakah opportunities
•	 And much, much more!
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Good Deeds Day/Mitzvah Day 
April 16, 2023 (tentative date)

Mitzvah Opportunities for Everyone
All over the world, hundreds of thou-
sands choose to volunteer and help 
others on Good Deeds Day, putting 
into practice the simple idea that every 
single person can do something good, be 
it large or small, to improve the lives of 
others and positively change the world.
We’ll have activities for everyone, from 
small children to teens to adults of all 
ages and abilities. Watch your email and 
the Shofar for updates.

The Talmud states: “Providing charity for poor and hungry people weighs 
as heavily as all the other commandments of the Torah combined.”

Do you “like” CBE on Facebook? Follow on Instagram?  
Join the conversation!

facebook.com/bethemeth
instagram: bethemethva



All dates and times subject to change. Please check bethemeth.org for the most up-to-date information. 
Congregation Beth Emeth • bethemeth.org • 12523 Lawyers Road, Herndon, VA • 703.860.4515

Adult Education

ScholarStream: A Year of Online Learning 
with the Rabbinical Assembly
Join JTS faculty for live, online mini-courses 
offered throughout the year. Encounter compel-
ling scholarship that brings Jewish text and wis-
dom to bear on contemporary life. All sessions 
take place from 12:00-1:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

Next 2 series: 
•	 What’s Your Burning Question?

Wednesdays, October 26 and November 2, 9, 16 at 8 PM ET 
•	 Great Thinkers Who Have Influenced Conservative Judaism

Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7, 14, 21 at 8 PM ET

More info & FREE registration for the CBE community:  
http://bethemeth.org/scholarstream (Enter Coupon Code BethEmeth5783 and 
click on Apply; prices will change to $0)

Whenever we experience strong emotion, it can be 
difficult to find words to express what we are feel-
ing. The book of Psalms contains 150 sacred poems 
which express the entire range of human emotion. 
Each session of this six-week course will examine a 
selection of Psalms which relate to a specific emo-
tion, examining multiple translations and where, 
applicable, musical settings for the how we can use 
sacred texts to validate and balance out our feelings. 
Each session stands on its own, dealing with: Joy, Gratitude, Grief, Fear, Sadness/
Despair/loneliness, and Anger. While the class will be accessible on Zoom, in-per-
son participation is strongly preferred if you are able.
Instructor: Rabbi Warner
For the series, suggested donation to the Acts of Lovingkindness Fund:  
$54 members, $72 non-members.  
Register at http://bethemeth.org/form/psalms

There’s a Psalm for That! 
Select Wednesdays, November-March, 7:00-7:55 PM, followed by minyan
November 2, December 7 & 21, January 25, February 22, March 22

12
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Adult Education (cont’d)

Learn how to read the prayers in Hebrew! Beginning with the 
aleph-bet, you’ll learn the basics needed to read & decode prayers 
in Hebrew. 

Class is forming for spring 2023; please contact Gwen Sloan at 
https://www.bethemeth.org/form/contact-gwen-sloan to indicate 
your interest. A minimum number of participants will be needed 
to hold the class. Class price & material fee TBD.

Beginning Prayerbook Hebrew

A new adult Torah trope class is now forming. 
Ability to read Hebrew is required. 

Please let David Cerny know you’re interested at  
http://bethemeth.org/form/contact-david-cerny 
Four students minimum required to hold the 
class; participants & teacher will decide on the 
schedule together. Cost for the series : $54.

Learn to Chant from the Torah Scroll

Adult Classes Forming Now

Additional Adult Classes on Request
•	 Learn to be a bimah gabbai 
•	 Mashgiach class (kosher supervision)
•	 Become a certified hagbah (Torah lifter)
•	 Learn to lead part of the service
•	 Interested in the next Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class?
•	 What do YOU want to learn?
Let us know you’re interested! Email adult-programs@bethemeth.org.

Taught by Rabbi Warner, this class will cover parts of Tractate 
Megillah, including rules about Purim, Torah reading, syna-
gogue life and other issues relevant to modern day life. Will be 
held weekly starting in early 2023; watch the Shofar and your 
email for more information and registration.

Talmud in Translation



All dates and times subject to change. Please check bethemeth.org for the most up-to-date information. 
Congregation Beth Emeth • bethemeth.org • 12523 Lawyers Road, Herndon, VA • 703.860.4515

BEECC Parents’ Association
Beth Emeth Early Childhood Center (affection-
ately known as BEECC) is a Reggio-inspired 
preschool with a play-based, child-led emergent 
curriculum. We believe that children are competent 
and capable citizens of their classrooms, school, 
and the world. We welcome children and families of all faiths and back-
grounds into our loving, joyfully Jewish community. More information 
about BEECC is at http://bethemeth.org/beecc, or contact beeccinfo@
bethemeth.org for a tour or with any questions.

BEECC PA Fundraisers -- the Congregation is Invited!
•	 Scholastic Book Orders in October, December, and February
•	 Dine Out Fundraiser in November and January
•	 Passover Candy Fundraiser in March  

BEECC Parents’ Association (BEECC PA)
The goal of the BEECC PA is to foster the family relationships that help 
to make this school great! For more information contact Jodi Smith, 
Sheryl Roth and Shiri Hickman at beecc-parents@bethemeth.org.
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Hazak

Hazak is Now for All Ages!
7:30-9:00 PM Tuesdays, In Person and Zoom

 

We have an amazing lineup of speakers this year! See bethemeth.org/
hazak for more information about our speakers and topics.

October 11, 7:30 PM: Stan Feuerberg: The challenges for the US elec-
tric energy supply and the electrification of the nation’s transportation 
system

November 15, 7:30 PM: Ambassador John Withers II: Jews in Albania 
during World War II

December 13, 7:30 PM: Rabbi Warner Ferratier (“Rabbi Warner”)

January 10, 2023, 7:30 PM: Gadeer Kamal-Mreeh, former Member 
of Knesset and senior shlicha (Israel emissary) to Washington, DC area

February 8, 7:30 PM (Wednesday): Rabbi Bruce Aft

March 14, 7:30 PM: Dr. Jonathan Schanzer, Senior Vice President for 
Research, Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD)
Adults of any age are welcome to attend. Be a 
member, be a guest or bring a guest. More info: 
bethemeth.org/hazak. Questions? Please contact 
hazak@bethemeth.org or call the office.
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Men’s Club
The Beth Emeth Men’s Club is a socially and spir-
itually active group of men dedicated to helping 
CBE create a unique community – and having fun 
together! A sample of planned events:

Sukkah Assembly without the Roof, Sunday, Octo-
ber 2, 9:00 AM  
Install the Sukkah Roof, Sunday, October 9, 9:00 
AM. Please help finish the Sukkah before CBE fami-
lies come to make & hang decorations!
Sukkah Take Down, Sunday, October 23, 9:00 AM
Steak & Whiskey BBQ, November date TBD, 5:00 

PM ($40; watch your email for more info.)
Men’s Club Tzedakah Gaming Night, Saturday, November 19, 6:30 PM 
World Wide Wrap, February 12 
Men’s Club Shabbat, Saturday, March 11
Men’s Club Brewery Night, Sunday, March 19
Yom Hashoah Yellow Candle Drive, April

CBE’s Bike Club rides each Sunday that RS is in 
session, starting at 9:30 AM, weather permitting. 
Rides start from CBE and explore nearby areas. 
Contact Brian Flanagan using the form at  
https://www.bethemeth.org/form/cbe-bike-club.

Look for details in weekly e-news or the Shofar about these and more 
events being planned for the upcoming Men’s Club year! Questions?  
Contact Russ at mensclub@bethemeth.org.

Men’s Club Steak & Whiskey Dinner 
Sunday, November (Date TBD), 5:00 PM, at Beth Emeth 

Come out and spend an evening catching up with your fellow Men’s 
Club members, making new Men’s Club friends and getting some great 
food and whiskey in the process! Cost will be $40 per person - includes 
steak, side dishes, whiskey, beer, soft drinks. Watch your email for RSVP 
information. Questions? mensclub@bethemeth.org.
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Sisterhood

Upcoming Sisterhood Events 2022-23
•	 Support the Girls Drive, Tuesday, October 9-31
•	 Chocolate Party, Tuesday, October 18, 7:30 PM
•	 Sisterhood Paid-Up Luncheon, Sunday, November 6, 1:00 PM
•	 Hanukkah Boutique, Sundays December 4 & 11; check calendar 

for other dates & times
•	 Knitzvah, Wednesday, December 7, 7:00 PM and bi-monthly
•	 Half-Sleepover, Saturday, January 7, 5:45-9:00 PM
•	 Sisterhood Shabbat, Friday, January 20
•	 Coffee Social, Sunday, January 22
•	 Drop-In Mah Jong, Ongoing, starting in the fall

Stay tuned for information on more Sisterhood events!
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Sisterhood Chocolate Party
Tuesday, October 18, 2022, 7:30 PM

Sisterhood's annual Chocolate Party is one of 
our most well-attended events. Who doesn't 
love chocolate! Guests are asked to bring their 
favorite chocolate treat, some to serve and some 
to share. Everyone goes home with a full con-
tainer of yummy, chocolate desserts. Sisterhood 
members will receive an Evite; please respond 
by October 16. if you don't have the Evite or are interested in joining  
Sisterhood and want to RSVP, please contact Valerie at  
sisterhood-social@bethemeth.org.

Sisterhood’s Paid Up Luncheon
Sunday, November 6, 1:00 PM, at Beth Emeth 

The Sisterhood Board would like to show its appreciation to the mem-
bers who have paid their dues by providing a luncheon at the syna-
gogue. Anyone who is interested in joining Sisterhood can pay at the 
door, or join/renew in advance if you haven’t already, at  
https://www.bethemeth.org/sisterhood-membership.
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Drop-In Mah Jong
The return of drop-in Mah Jong is being planned to start 
soon! All skill levels welcome. If you’re interested in a 
friendly game of mahj and conversation at CBE, send an 
email to sisterhood@bethemeth.org. 

Sisterhood Book Club 
Upcoming Dates & Selections (At members’ homes; times vary)

Sunday, October 2, 2022: City of Girls, by Elizabeth Gilbert	
Tuesday, November 1: The Four Winds, by Kristin Hannah
Tuesday, December 6: The Secrets We Kept, by Laura Prescott	
Tuesday, Jan 3, 2023: The 7 Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, by Taylor Jenkins
Tuesday, February 7: The Secret Life of Violet Grant, by Beatriz Williams	
Tuesday, March 7: Indigo Girls, by Natasha Boyd

      

Book Club info: bethemeth.org/sisterhood-book-club

Sisterhood (cont’d)

For more information about Sisterhood, email Sandy at  
bethemeth.org/sisterhood or check sisterhood@bethemeth.org.
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Jewish Young Professionals (JYP)

We are excited to launch Jewish Young Professionals, a new social and 
networking group for our 23-36 year-old community members. We 
welcome anyone in this Northern Virginia area. There are so many 
opportunities for us to schmooze and connect, and get to know other 
Jewish Young Professionals outside of our own friend and work groups.

JYP’s First Event:
October 9, 7:30 PM, Sukkot & S’mores 
What’s better than a Fall evening around a bonfire?
Join us here in our field by Beth Emeth for our JYP launch event!
This will be a great opportunity for us all to meet each other, chat 
around the bonfire, and enjoy some smores.

Additional Events:
•	 October 22, 7:30 PM, JYP goes Bowling
•	 November 10,  Trivia Night 
•	 December 18, Hanukkah celebration with Board games and Beer

Questions about JYP? Contact Zach at zachm@bethemeth.org.

Complete calendar of events: www.bethemeth.org/calendar
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Kadima Pizza in the Hut
Saturday, October 15, 7:00-8:30 PM

6th-9th graders, join us to celebrate Sukkot in our own way. Kadima will start 
with Havdallah, and quickly move into a Pizza Dinner, Dessert and Great 
Table side games to help everyone get to know each other even better. Contact 
zachm@bethemeth.org for more info.

Kadima
We welcome all 6th through 9th graders 1-2 times per month month, primarily 
on Sundays, for a variety of events. We often embrace the silly and wild aspects 
of this age group, and allow them to flourish in a positive manner while infusing 
Jewish Values in each activity we do. 5th grade will be invited to join Kadima 
events beginning in December.

A sample of Kadima activities (these and additional activities will be primarily  
student-led, as we develop leadership skills):
•	 October 15, 2022, Pizza in the Hut 
•	 November 6, Kadima Off-site adventure	
•	 December 11, Hanukkah Pre-Party and Movie Night 
•	 January 21, 2023, Kadima Goes Ice Skating
•	 February 5, Kadima Tu Bishvat
•	 February 26, Kadima Lounge Night

Youth Programs
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Youth Programs (cont’d)

Congratulations to Beth Emeth’s 
2022-23 B’nai Mitzvah

Eli Jacobs 
October 16, 2022
Sasha Brown 

December 22, 2022
Dahlia Cohen 
January 7, 2023

Moriah Stillman 
January 14, 2023
Zachary Glaser 
January 21, 2023
Benjamin Cole 
February 18, 2023

Aubrie Fineberg 
April 1, 2023

Hailey Wurman 
April 29, 2023

Benjamin Meisner 
May 13, 2023

Second Monday
Second Monday is our program for Kindergarten through 5th graders, held on the 
2nd Monday of each month, from 4:30-6:30 PM. Activity options each session 
are planned around S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math), 
crafts, baking, gaga, and more. Each session includes dinner so we can send your 
children home happy, with a full belly.  This event is available only to students 
enrolled in Beth Emeth Religious School.

Dates: November 14, 2022, December 12, January 9, 2023, Feburary 13, March 13, 	
April 10, and May 8 
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A Special Thank-You
To the many volunteer leaders of  

Congregation Beth Emeth for  
organizing our slate of events, with 

something for everyone! 


